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MEMORANDUM 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From: Richard R. Wier, Jr., Chair 

Date: May 4, 2015 

Re: Annual Report of the ADR Section 
  
 
 The following is the Annual Report of the Alternative Dispute Resolution ("ADR") 
Section to the Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee for the 2014-2015 term. 

I. Officers 

Richard R. Wier, Jr., Chair; Suzanne Hill Holly, Vice Chair; and Margaret E. Juliano, 
Secretary. 

II. Work of the ADR Section 

a. ADR Advanced Practicum:  

i. The ADR Section assisted in organizing the ADR Advanced Practicum on 
October 14, 2013, sponsored by the Superior Court of Delaware, by 
reviewing fact patterns and obtaining Mentors for mock ADR training 
sessions.     

b. CLE/Lunch & Learn Program: 

i. On February 12, 2014, the ADR Section presented a CLE/Lunch & Learn 
Program titled "Contract Provisions: Best Practices & Recent 
Developments."  The panel focused on the use of ADR contractual 
provisions.   

ii. The panel focused on using ADR in other arenas such as in-house 
disputes, employee disputes and other topics. 

III. Elections 

 Elections of the ADR Section for the 2014-2015 term have Suzanne Holly as the new 
Chair and Bill Johnston as Vice Chair.  The Secretary position remains available.  
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IV. Membership 

The ADR Section currently has 71+ members.  

V. Meetings 

The ADR Section has held meetings on June 18, 2014, September 10, 2014, November 
12, 2014, March 11, 2015, and April 8, 2015.  The scheduled future meeting dates are 
May 6, 2015 and June 10, 2015.  

VI. Future Initiatives 

At our January 15, 2014 meeting, it was decided that a recommendation be made to the 
DSBA that CLE credit be given for the Bench and Bar.  

At the May 14, 2014 meeting, it was decided that The College of Commercial Arbitrators 
(the "CCA") who reached out to the Section for information regarding upcoming 
legislative issues or activity that would have an impact on commercial arbitration be 
tabled until Judge Martin was available to contact John Holsinger.   

Cheryl Siskin reported the Brandywine School District had previously had a Peer Court 
system that is no longer in place but is interested in restarting the program.  It was 
decided that members of the Bar be mentors and recommended that the program provide 
CLE credit to participants.  Suzanne reported that a meeting with the Brandywine School 
Board is upcoming on July 7, 2015. 

At the November 12, 2014 meeting, tt was suggested that mediation be conducted in 
foreign languages, principally Spanish.  It was suggested that this would make a 
meaningful Law Review topic. 

Bill Brady reported that he has been appointed to the advisory Board of the Uniform 
Common Interest Act/HOA and would like suggestions on structure of the board and 
volunteers to perform mediations. 

At the February 11, 2015 meeting, it was suggested to the DSBA to hold the ADR 
Advanced Practicum in a every other year format.   

At the March 11, 2015 meeting, Maggie Juliano suggested that Judge Martin and Bill 
Johnston encourage younger members of their firms to participate in the Section and 
consider the Secretary position.  It was also suggested that Judge Slights and Judge 
Tolliver, who have ADR practices, receive an invitation to participate in the Section. 

Maggie Juliano is presenting a CLE on June 3, 2015 on ethics and mediation. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

     /s/ Richard R. Wier, Jr. 

Richard R. Wier, Jr. 















REPORT OF THE SECTION OF COMMERCIAL LAW TO THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

Dated as of May 1, 2015

PURPOSE

The general purpose of the Section of Commercial Law (the “Section”) is the
promotion of the objectives of the Delaware State Bar Association (the “Association”) within the
field of commercial law. In particular, the Section’s mission is to provide periodic reports to its
membership with respect to matters relating to commercial law, to provide continuing legal
education, to review, comment on and recommend, or not, proposed legislation relating to
commercial law matters, and to expand and foster interdisciplinary relationships in the
commercial area. The Section includes several standing committees which emphasize certain
aspects of commercial law, including: the Statutory Trust Committee, the Uniform Commercial
Code Committee and the Banking Committee.

ANNUAL REPORT

The Section conducts most of its business through its standing committees, which
are generally active throughout the year.

The Statutory Trust Committee is chaired by Eric A. Mazie of Richards, Layton
& Finger, P.A. The Statutory Trust Committee proposed amendments to the Delaware Statutory
Trust Act in 2014. The legislation to implement the amendments was adopted earlier this year
and the amendments went into effect on August 1, 2014. The Statutory Trust Committee does
not intend to propose any amendments to the Delaware Statutory Trust Act this year.

The Uniform Commercial Code Committee (the “UCC Committee”) is chaired by
William Yemc of Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A. The active membership of the UCC
Committee spans private practice, in-house counsel and academia. The UCC Committee is
working on certain amendments to Article 9 of the Delaware Uniform Commercial Code that it
may propose in the next year.

The Banking Committee is chaired by Mark Purpura of Richards, Layton &
Finger, P.A. The Banking Committee does not meet regularly, as most banking legislation and
recent developments in banking laws are addressed through the Delaware Bankers Association.
The Banking Committee was largely dormant this year.

In addition to the work of the standing committees, the Commercial Law Section
proposed amendments to Section 8106 of Title 10 to permit contracting parties to elect up to a
20-year statute of limitations for breaches of contract. The legislation to implement the
amendments was adopted earlier this year and the amendments went into effect on August 1,
2014.

The current officers of the Section are:

Chairperson: Michael Whittaker, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP;



Vice-Chairperson: Stephen Lukes, Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A.; and

Secretary: R. Jason Russell, Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP.

The officers met during the course of the year to consider various issues that were
presented to the Section by the Association, by members of the Section and by others.

The annual meeting of the Section was held on April 21, 2015, at which the
following Section officers were elected for the 2015-2016 year:

Chairperson: Stephen Lukes, Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A.;

Vice-Chairperson: R. Jason Russell, Morris, Nichols, Arsht & Tunnell LLP; and

Secretary: Amelia Messa, Potter Anderson & Corroon, LLP.

As of the date hereof, there are currently 173 members of the Section.



MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 
 Via email to Janice L. Myrick, Director of Bar Services and Membership 
  
From: Mary E. Bowler, Co-Chair 
 Laura Beth Taylor, Co-Chair 
  
RE: 2014-2015 Annual Section Report for the Delaware State Bar Association 

Corporate Counsel Section 
 

The following is the annual report for 2014-2015 to the Delaware State Bar 
Association Executive Committee on behalf of the Corporate Counsel Section. 

 
• The Corporate Counsel Section currently has approximately 165 members.  The 

officers of the Section are: 
 

Co-Chairpersons:  Mary E. Bowler, Laura Beth Taylor 
Vice Chairperson:  Meredith Carter  
Secretary:  Jonathan Strauss 

 
• On September 23, 2014, we held our first CLE of the fiscal year.  The seminar 

was entitled: IP and the Corporate Lawyer.  The seminar was 2.5 credits (1 credit 
of Ethics) and included lunch afterwards.  The seminar was also webcast to the 
Sussex County office. 
 

• For our first Quarterly Section Meeting of the 2014 -2015 fiscal year, the Section 
held an Officers Meeting on October 10, 2014 via telephone with a quorum of 
section officers in attendance in which we outlined our plans for the this fiscal 
year. This meeting focused on participation and leadership in the Section. 
 

• Our next CLE will focus on Corporate Governance and the Non-Profit which will 
be a two credit seminar held at the DSBA offices on Monday, May 11, 2015. 

 
• We will host a final seminar or event for the Section.  Negotiation is a projected 

topic which should cover the last 1.5 hours of the requirement for this year.   
 

• The last two years we held a happy hour with the Young Lawyers Section and we 
hope to expand that happy hour to include a substantive panel. 
 

• We currently have $1650 left in our account for the fiscal year after sponsoring 
lunch at the first CLE event.  We plan to sponsor continental breakfast and lunch 
at the May seminar as well. 
 



 

 

REPORT OF THE CORPORATION LAW SECTION 
TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 
AS OF APRIL 16, 2015 

 
Section Officers for 2014 – 2015 
 
 Chair  Norman M. Monhait, Rosenthal Monhait & Goddess, P.A. 
 Vice Chair John F. Grossbauer, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
 Secretary Bruce E. Jameson, Prickett Jones & Elliott, P.A. 
 
 
Section Membership 
 
 The section currently has approximately 550 members. 
 
How the Section Functions 
 
 A. The primary functioning body of the section is its Council, whose 23 
members are: 
 
  Frederick A. Alexander, Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell LLP 
  Donald A. Bussard, Richards Layton & Finger, P.A. 
  P. Clarkson Collins, Jr., Morris James LLP 
  Henry E. Gallagher, Jr., Connolly Gallagher LLP 
  Richard J. Geisenberger, Department of State (ex officio) 
  Stuart M. Grant, Grant & Eisenhofer, P.A. 
  John F. Grossbauer, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  Elissa Opstbaum Habbert, The Delaware Counsel Group, LLP 
  Lawrence A. Hamermesh, Widener University School of Law 
  Richard D. Heins, Ashby & Geddes, P.A. 
  Kurt M. Heyman, Proctor Heyman LLP 
  Bruce E. Jameson, Prickett Jones & Elliott, P.A. 
  David A. Jenkins, Smith Katzenstein & Jenkins LLP 
  Andrew M. Johnston, Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell LLP 
  Allison L. Land, Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP 
  Lewis H. Lazarus, Morris James LLP 
  David A. McBride, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP 
  Norman M. Monhait, Rosenthal Monhait & Goddess, P.A. 
  Mark A. Morton, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  Samuel A. Nolen, Richards Layton & Finger, P.A. 
  Matthew J. O’Toole, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  Bruce L. Silverstein, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP 
  Edward P. Welch, Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP 



 
 

 
 

The Council meets monthly from September through April (and in following months if 
necessary) for ongoing review of the Delaware General Corporation Law and developing 
proposals for legislation revising the DGCL. 
 
 B. A second principal Section body is the LLC and LP Committee which is 
primarily responsible for reviewing statutory law relating to business entities other than 
corporations, and recommending amendments.  The current chair of this Committee is 
Louis Hering of Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell LLP.  Members of the Committee are: 
 
  Paul M. Altman, Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A. 
  Roger D. Anderson, Smith, Katzenstein & Jenkins LLP 
  Ross Antonacci, Morris James LLP 
  Ann E. Conaway, Widener University School of Law 
  Eric N. Feldman, K&L Gates LLP 
  Dominick T. Gattuso, Proctor Heyman LLP 
  Steven D. Goldberg, Steven D. Goldberg, P.A. 
  Craig D. Grear, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP 
  Matthew M. Greenberg, Pepper Hamilton LLP 
  Louis G. Hering, Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell LLP 
  Christina M. Housten, DLA Piper LLP 

Allison L. Land, Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP 
  Michael M. Ledyard, Morris James LLP 
  Jonathan I. Lessner, Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
  James G. Leyden, Jr., Richards, Layton & Finger, P.A. 
  Scott L. Matthews, Tarabicos Grosso, LLP 
  Thomas A. Mullen, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  Marla Hirshman Norton, Bayard, P.A. 
  Matthew J. O'Toole, Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  John J. Paschetto, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP 
  Vernon R. Proctor, Proctor Heyman LLP 
  Michelle P. Quinn, Berger Harris, LLC 
  Benjamin Strauss, Pepper Hamilton LLP 
  Robert L. Symonds, Jr., Potter Anderson & Corroon LLP 
  Walter C. Tuthill, Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell LLP 
  Scott E. Waxman, K&L Gates LLP 
  Charles Thomas Williams, III, Saul Ewing LLP 
 
 C. The Council functions through committees created to consider concepts for 
legislative recommendations and develop legislative proposals, which are then presented 
to Council for review and comment.  The Council currently has 10 such functioning 
committees, which meet periodically as needed.  Many committees include Section 
members who are not members of Council and who express interest in participating in the 
Section’s work. 



 
 

 
 

 
CLE Seminar 
 
 This Section is planning a Continuing Legal Education program to be held on May 
28, 2015.  The Planning Committee is chaired by Lewis Lazarus of Morris James LLP. 
 
 
Delaware Law Review 
 
 Bruce L. Silverstein of Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor LLP has authored a 
recent developments article for the Delaware Law Review. 
 
 
Legislative Proposals 
 
 Council has approved several proposals for amendments to the DGCL.  The LLC 
and LP Committee has also prepared legislative proposals.  The Council will be 
advocating approval of these proposals before the General Assembly. 
 
 
Meetings 
 
 The Section generally holds meetings in the spring to approve its legislative 
package and elect officers for the upcoming year. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
       Norman M. Monhait 
       Chair, Corporation Law Section 
 



 
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 

May 1, 2015 
 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From: Norman M. Monhait, Chair 
John F. Grossbauer, Vice Chair 
Bruce E. Jameson, Secretary 

Re: Report of the Corporation Law Section 

The following is the report to the Delaware Bar Association Executive 
Committee on behalf of the Corporation Law Section: 

 
• The Corporation Law Section Annual Meeting was held on April 9, 2015.  The 

officers of the Section elected for the upcoming year were:  Matthew O’Toole, 
Chair; P. Clarkson Collins, Vice Chair; and James Honaker, Secretary. 

 
• The other members elected to the Corporation Law Council were:  Frederick 

H. Alexander; Donald A. Bussard; Henry E. Gallagher, Jr.; Stuart M. Grant; 
Ellisa O. Habbart; Lawrence A. Hamermesh; Richard D. Heins; Kurt M. 
Heyman; David A. Jenkins; Andrew M. Johnston; Allison L. Land; Lewis H. 
Lazarus; David C. McBride; Norman M. Monhait; Mark A. Morton; Samuel 
A. Nolen; Bruce L. Silverstein; and Edward P. Welch.  Richard J. 
Geisenberger, Assistant Secretary of State, will continue to serve as an ex 
officio member of the Council. 

 
• All members of the Corporation Law Section were invited at the beginning of 

the year to submit legislative proposals and to participate in the work of the 
Council.  Most members who indicated interest were assigned to a committee. 

 
• The Council and its subcommittees met repeatedly over the past year, through 

March, to formulate revisions to the Delaware General Corporation Law.  
These were approved by the Section at three meetings, and subsequently by the 
Executive Committee.  One proposal has already been enacted into law; the 
other amendments will be submitted to the General Assembly. 
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• The LLC/Partnership Committee developed amendments to the Delaware 

Revised Uniform Partnership Act, the Delaware Revised Uniform Limited 
Partnership Act, and the Delaware Limited Liability Company Act as part of 
its ongoing review of those statutes.  The amendments have been approved by 
the Council, the Section, and the Executive Committee, and will be submitted 
to the General Assembly. 

 
• The Section will sponsor one CLE program this year, which is to be held on 

May 28, 2015. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE  

E-DISCOVERY AND TECHNOLOGY LAW SECTION 

FOR 2014-2015 
 

May 11, 2015 
 
Officers of the Section elected for the 2015-2016 term will be:   

Co-Chair:  William R. Denny 
Co-Chair  James D. Heisman 
Vice-Chair:  James Levine 
Secretary/Treasurer: Bruce McCullough 

The Section has scheduled a CLE program entitled “Managing E-Discovery Effectively: 
Meeting the Expectations of Your Clients and the Court,” for October 15, 2015.  The seminar 
is expected to include a panel discussion with The Honorable Christopher Burke of the 
United States District Court, The Honorable Travis Laster of the Court of Chancery and The 
Honorable Jan Jurden of the Superior Court.  The topics will include  (1) a survey of e-
discovery practice issues and recent developments; (2) finding the right balance: lawyer, 
vendor and client roles in the e-discovery process; and (3) judicial perspectives on attorneys’ 
ethical obligations to the Court and their clients.  

The Section has updated its web page on the DSBA web site to reference links to the electronic 
discovery standards of the Court of Chancery, the Superior Court and the United States District 
Court.  The Section sponsors a monthly column in The Journal entitled “Tips on Technology.”  
In addition, volunteers are working on an article for publication in the Delaware Law Review.  
Section members have also been involved in the Supreme Court Advisory Committee on 
Evidence, drafting a state counterpart to F.R.E. 502 on waiver of privilege. 

The Section will continue its efforts to with other DSBA Sections to offer an e-discovery 
component to their Section meetings.  This will generate cross-over interest and help to 
education members of the Bar about e-discovery issues.  This past year included the presentation 
of an e-discovery update to the Labor and Employment Law Section. 

For the upcoming year, the Section is planning to continue to focus on e-discovery issues, but to 
also explore the influence of new technology and the practice of law including use by law firms 
of knowledge management systems, and data security and privacy.  We will be holding quarterly 
meetings online, at which we plan to review recent developments in the law and plan Section 
activities. 

     Respectfully submitted, 
     William R. Denny 
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DSBA Environmental Section Written Report 
May 1, 2015 

Todd A. Coomes, Esq., Chair 
 
 The Delaware State Bar Association Environmental Section has approximately 50 
members.  Its members come from all sectors of the Delaware legal community, distributed 
between private practice, the Delaware Department of Justice (largely the Deputies representing 
the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control ("DNREC")), in-
house counsel and public interest/academia.  The section is also comprised of members located 
throughout the State, with the greatest concentration being in Wilmington and Dover.   
 
 The Environmental Section strives to provide a collegial forum for the discussion of 
environmental topics amongst its members.  Meetings are generally held every other month in 
Wilmington with a guest speaker on a chosen topic.  We also hold an annual CLE. 
 
Section Officers 
 
Chair:  Todd A. Coomes, RLF 
 
Vice-Chair:  Stephanie L. Hansen, YCST 
 
Secretary:  Devera Scott, DAG 
 
Treasurer:  Pam Meitner, DuPont (retired) 
 
 
The section meetings/events between April 2014 to April 2015, and the speakers for each 
meeting are listed below: 
 
Meetings Held and Speakers: 
 
August 27, 2014 - Donald Sparks, Director of the Delaware Environmental Institute at the 
University of Delaware 
 
October 30, 2014 - Resident Judge Cooch of the Delaware Superior Court 
 
February, 26, 2015 - Virgil Holmes, DNREC Division of Water Director 
 
This year, to encourage participation by all members, we circulated a call-in for all meetings, and 
on several occasions Dover-based members called in to meetings. 
 
CLE Programs: 
 
April 11, 2014 - Environmental Law 2014 CLE at DSBA Office in Wilmington.   
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April 28, 2015 - Environmental Law 2015 CLE at DSBA Office in Wilmington:  We had 
approximately 25 attendees at our CLE this year.  The panels presented were:   
 

• Freshwater Wetlands Jurisdiction in Delaware 
o F. Michael Parkowski, Esquire, Parkowski Guerke & Swayze, P.A. 
o Frank M. Piorko, DNREC Director of the Division of Watershed Stewardship 
o Phillip J. McGinnis, McGinnis Commercial Real Estate Co. 

• Keynote Address 
o Shawn M. Garvin, Regional Administrator, United States Environmental 

Protection Agency, Region III 
• Brownfields & Redevelopment 

o Thomas H. Kovach, Esquire, A. M. Saccullo Legal, LLC 
o Kathy Stiller, Brightfields, Inc. 

• Amendments to the Delaware UST/AST Regulations 
o Stephanie L. Hansen, Esquire, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP 

• Chronic Violator 
o Ralph K. Durstein III, Esquire, DAG, Environmental Unit, Civil Division 

 
 
As with recent CLEs for our section, we continue to rely upon DNREC’s participation in our 
CLE, with Frank Piorko participating in the Freshwater Wetlands panel this year.  We also had 
EPA participation, as Region III Administrator Shawn Garvin, a Delaware native, presented on 
the agencies’ priorities in the region and engaged in a discussion with the attendees.    
 
Earth Day Activity: 
 
This year a new section member organized participating in the Christina River Cleanup effort as 
an Earth day activity.  I do not have participation results yet. 
 
2014-2015 Social Event: 
 
The section did not hold its annual section summer dinner this year due to scheduling.  I 
anticipate that this event will be scheduled in 2015-2016, or an alternative social. 



	  

	  

DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

Annual Report of Estates and Trusts Section- April 2015 

The Estates and Trusts Section is among the Association's largest and most active 
sections, with nearly 200 members.  In addition to the undersigned, the officers are Daniel 
F. Hayward, vice chair; and Scott E. Swenson, secretary. 

 
The Section meets monthly.  Attendance, including those joining by telephone, averages 

between 25 and 30. 
 

The Section has nine committees: 
 

•  Estate Administration Committee.  Alex J. Mili, Jr., chair. 
 
• Trust Act Committee.  Richard W. Nenno, chair. 
 
• Trustee Notice Committee.  Jocelyn Margolin Borowsky, chair. 
 
• Consent Petition Committee.  W. Donald Sparks, II, chair. 
 
• Access to Digital Assets Committee.  Trisha W. Hall, chair. 
 
• Continuing Legal Education Committee.  Scott E. Swenson, chair. 
 
• Publications Committee.  Daniel F. Hayward, chair. 
 
• Power of Attorney/Health Care Directive Committee.  Miguel D. Pena, chair. 
 
• Able Act Committee.  Jennifer E. Smith, chair. 
 
The Estate Administration Committee meets regularly to discuss issues of estate 

administration and ways the process may be improved, for the benefit of the public, 
practitioners, the Register of Wills and others with an interest in such proceedings.  The 
Committee has one bill pending in the General Assembly as SB 16 and one which has recently 
been approved by the Section.  The Committee has assisted the New Castle County Register 
of Wills in developing a manual that is expected to become public within the next year. 

 
The Trust Act Committee meets monthly to discuss issues that may affect trust law and 

trust administration in Delaware, and to consider whether legislation is in order.  The 
Committee surveys tax and other laws, both federal and in other states, to analyze whether 
and how Delaware's trust laws may be refined.  In 2014, the Committee submitted two bills 
to the General Assembly, both of which passed into law.  In 2015, the Committee has prepared 
a comprehensive bill, which adds five new substantive sections in Title 12 and which amends or 
clarifies thirteen sections in Title 12 and one section in Title 10.  This bill was approved by the 



	  

	  

Section and awaits review by the Executive Committee. 
 
The Trustee Notice Committee’s purpose is to clarify the law regarding a trustee’s duty to 

notify a beneficiary of the beneficiary’s interest in a trust.  Over the past year, the Committee 
has worked on a new bill that provides examples of provisions commonly used by practitioners 
whose clients seek to modify such duty and creates a new type of fiduciary to act on behalf of a 
beneficiary in cases where the trustee’s duty has been modified under the governing 
instrument.  This bill has passed in the Senate as SB 42, and awaits hearing in the House.   

 
The Consent Petition Committee has monitored practice before the Court of Chancery 

involving consent petitions and new and proposed changes to the court's rules. 
 
The Access to Digital Assets Committee developed legislation with respect to a 

fiduciary's ability to gain access to digital assets - such as online, email and social 
network accounts -  of a decedent or disabled principal.  The legislation was signed into law in 
2014, effective January 1, 2015, and was the first such law in the United States. 

 
The Continuing Legal Education Committee presented a seminar in January that 

explored the newly enacted Delaware Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets and Digital Accounts 
Act, and the Act’s significance for trustees, personal representatives of estates, attorneys-in-
fact and guardians, as well as the practitioners who represent them. 

 
The Publications Committee has solicited and is reviewing submissions for 

consideration for The Delaware Law Review. 
 
The Power of Attorney/Health Care Directive Committee examines issues pertaining 

to lifetime directives that vest fiduciary authority. 
 
The Able Act Committee was recently formed to assist Delaware legislators in 

developing legislation for tax-protected accounts for disabled persons, known as the “ABLE 
Act.”  The Committee reviewed the ABLE Act bill and provided comments and posed 
questions during a call with the bill’s sponsors.  The ABLE Act is now making its way through 
the General Assembly. 

 



	  

	  

The Section recognizes that it considers issues affecting clients of all financial and 
personal  circumstances, and therefore conducts its proceedings inclusively, to hear and 
address the concerns of all members of the Section, and when necessary, all members of the 
bar. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jocelyn M. Borowsky 
Chair 
Estates and Trusts Section 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FAMILY LAW SECTION OF THE DELAWARE STATE 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

May 4, 2015 

Achille C. Scache, Esquire, Chair 

 

The following is the Annual Report of the Family Law Section to the Delaware State Bar 
Association Executive Committee for the 2014-2015 term. 

SECTION MEMBERSHIP AND MEETINGS 

At the time of this report, the Section has 137 members.   

The Section continues to meet on the fourth Thursday of the month.  The meetings are held at the 
offices of Bayard, P.A.  Each meeting consists of reports of good and welfare, issues for the 
Family Court liaison to address with the Court, as well as an open forum for discussion of case 
law/statutory issues.  On one occasion, Lauren O’Connell Mahler, Esquire, who practices in the 
area of special education law, spoke to the group about spotting special education issues in our 
clients’ children.  Because so much case law in family law is unpublished and sent only to the 
parties and/or counsel, the Section has renewed efforts this year to circulate new case law via the 
listserv has had been done via fax machine in the past. 

OFFICERS FOR 2014-2015 

Char:  Achille C. Scache, Esquire 

Vice Chair : Patrick J. Boyer, Esquire 

Secretary: Jill Spevack DiSciullo, Esquire 

 

CLE PROGRAM 

The Family Law Section once again sponsored the Family Law Update, held on December 12, 
2014 at the Christiana Hilton.  This year’s program featured presentations on Valuing Unique 
Assets In Divorce presented by Hillary Moonay, Esquire and Gregory Cowhey, CPA, Best 
Practices and Common Mistakes in Drafting Qualified Domestic Relations Orders 
presented by Timothy Snyder, Esquire, An Overview of the Family Court in 2014 presented by 
Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn, Child Support 2015 presented by Judge Michael K. 
Newell, Commissioners Louann Vari, Andrew Southmayd and John Carrow, and Shawn 
Dougherty, Esquire, Changes to the Substantiation Statute presented by Commissioner Janell 
Ostroski and Valerie Farnan, Esquire and George Tsakataras, Esquire, and concluding with the 
annual Case Law Update presented by Curtis P. Bounds, Esquire. At least one attendee wrote 
on his evaluation it the based “Update” in 20 years. 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From: Benjamin A. Schwartz and Robert C. Collins, II, Co-Chairs, DSBA Health Law Section 

Date: May 1, 2015 

Re: Health Law Section Annual Report 

 

 

Please allow this memorandum to serve as the 2014-2015 Annual Report for the Delaware State 

Bar Association Health Law Section.  

 

The Section held periodic lunch-and-learn meetings throughout the year at the Bar Association.  

 

The first meeting of the year was on October 17, 2014. We had a presentation and discussion by 

Christina Showalter, Deputy Attorney General, on the recent Shire Pharmaceutical settlement 

under the False Claims and Reporting Act, including theories of liability and mechanism for 

filing complaints under the Act. 

 

We held a lunch meeting on February 13, 2015. We had a presentation and discussion by George 

Edelman, former Chair of the Delaware Physical Therapy Association, on recent amendments to 

the Physical Therapy Practice Act, including updated practice techniques and tele-health. 

 

We had a meeting on March 20, 2015. We had a presentation and discussion by Randy Farmer 

on the development and future role of the Delaware Health Information Network. 

 

We held our annual meeting on April 24, 2015. We had a recap by section member Nicholas 

Heesters, Esq. of a recent ABA webinar titled Social Media: Did I Really Just Say That? This 

was a webinar for health care professionals and health care institutions and their counsel. We 

discussed health law related social media including podcasts such as The Week In Health Law, 

which is available at twihl.com. We also had a topic discussion about trends in Delaware 

Medicaid, including the newly filed Nemours lawsuit and separate recoupment actions being 

prosecuted against provides in an attempt to recoup reimbursements that were allegedly made in 

error. 

 

At the April meeting, we conducted an election of officers. The new section leadership is as 

follows: 

 

Christopher Ezold – Chair 

Nate Trexler and Ben Schwartz – Co-Vice Chairs 

Tiphanie Miller – Secretary 

 

The next scheduled meeting will be May 29, 2015 at noon at the Bar Association.  

 

We ended this year with 60 members. 

 

/s/ Benjamin A. Schwartz    /s/ Robert C. Collins, II  

May 1, 2015      May 1, 2015 

 







 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

From:  Anthony Flynn, Jr., Chairman, LGBT Section 
Date:  May 10, 2015 

Re:  Annual Report of the LGBT Section 
 
The following is the Annual Report of the LGBT Section to the Delaware State Bar Association 
Executive Committee for the 2014-2015 term. 
 
I. Officers 
 
Anthony Flynn, Jr., Chairman; Ryan Maerz, Vice-Chairman; Evangelos Kostoulas, Secretary; 
Natalie Wolf, CLE Coordinator; and Shaku Bhaya and John Brady, Members at Large  
 
II. Work of the LGBT Section 
 
a.  2014 Summer Reception:  On July 17, 2014, the LGBT Section held a Summer Reception 
honoring Superior Court Judge Jan Jurden.  The reception was held at the offices of Young 
Conaway Stargatt and Taylor.  We had almost 90 attendees at the reception, including Delaware 
Governor Jack Markell and several legislators and judges.  The event was paid for entirely by 
sponsorships from Delaware law firms.   
 
b.  The Path to the Judiciary CLE:  On October 24, 2014, the LGBT Section, along with the 
Women in the Law Section, the Multicultural Lawyers and Judges Section, the Delaware 
Barristers Association, the Hispanic National Bar Association, and the Delaware Trial Practice 
Forum, sponsored a 2.5 hour CLE titled “The Path to the Judiciary.”  The CLE featured current 
and past judges from each of Delaware’s courts, along with representatives from the Governor’s 
office, the Judicial Nominating Commission, and Senator Tom Carper’s office to explain the 
process for becoming a judge, concerns and questions about the process, and things to think 
about now if an attorney plans on applying for a judgeship in the future.  
 
c.  Attorney Referral Service:  The LGBT Section worked with the Attorney Referral Service and 
Delaware Volunteer Legal Services to create a framework for a referral service for low-income 
litigants who may need an attorney with a sensitivity to LGBT issues.  We solicited volunteers 
from diverse areas of the law who have such a demonstrated sensitivity, and provided that list to 
DVLS and the Attorney Referral Service for their use and reference.   
 
d.  Mentorship Program:  The LGBT Section created a mentorship program to support LGBT 
and allied law students and new attorneys.  The Section solicited volunteers from our 
membership to serve as mentors, and is working with local law schools to identify and recruit 
mentees.  
 
e.  “Welcome to the Bar” Reception:  On January 8, 2015, the LGBT Section hosted a happy 
hour welcoming new members to the Delaware bar.  The event was held at Timothy’s on the 



 

 

Riverfront in Wilmington and attracted about 25 attendees.  The event was paid for by Dorsey & 
Whitney, LLP. 
 
f.  Spring Happy Hour:  On March 26, 2015, the LGBT Section hosted a spring happy hour at 
Deep Blue Bar & Grille.  The event attracted about 30 attendees and was paid for by Womble 
Carlyle.  
 
g.  Supreme Court Preview: Obergefell v. Hodges:  On April 23, 2015, the LGBT Section hosted, 
in conjunction with Equality Delaware, an panel seminar previewing the oral arguments in the 
same-sex marriage case Obergefell v. Hodges.  The panel included Attorney General Matt Denn, 
Angela Giampolo of the Giampolo Law Group, Mark Purpura of Equality Delaware, and Prof. 
John Culhane of Widener University School of Law, and was moderated by Anthony Flynn, Jr., 
of the LGBT Section.  The seminar was approved for 1.0 hour of Delaware and Pennsylvania 
CLE credit.  The seminar was held at World Café Live at the Queen and was followed by an 
hour-long reception.  The event attracted over 80 attendees.  
 
III. Elections 
 
Elections of the LGBT Section Executive Council for the 2015-2016 term have been completed.  
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, CLE Coordinator and Members at Large have been reelected.  
Thomas Carney was elected Secretary and Jennifer Noel was elected Law School Outreach 
Coordinator.  
 
IV. Membership 
 
The LGBT Section currently has 70 members. 
 
V. Meetings 
 
The LGBT Section has held Executive Council meetings on May 29, 2014; June 26, 2014; 
August 8, 2014; October 9, 2014; November 13, 2014; December 4, 2014; January 8, 2015; 
February 19, 2015; March 17, 2015.  The LGBT Section held an Annual Meeting of its 
membership on April 21, 2015.   
 
VI. Future Initiatives 
 
a.  The LGBT Section will host its 2016 Summer Reception on July 16, 2015.  The event will 
honor special guest Attorney General Matt Denn.  The event will be held at Young Conaway 
Stargatt and Taylor.  To date, we have collected almost $3500 in sponsorships from local law 
firms.  We are inviting any members of the DSBA, along with summer associates and law 
students to attend free of charge.  We expect to have 100 attendees.  
 
b.  The LGBT Section has submitted a request for a table at the Delaware Pride Festival on 
August 1, 2015 on the Green in Dover.  We plan on handing out “Know Your Rights” palm 
cards, along with information about DVLS, the ACLU of Delaware and the Delaware Price 
Council. 



 

 

 
c.  The LGBT Section plans to work with the Family Court to develop a training seminar for 
guardians ad litem.  LGBT young people are disproportionately represented in the foster care 
system, and we seek to have Delaware’s guardians ad litem trained to understand the unique 
sensitivities of these young people.   
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Anthony Flynn, Jr.  









1719	  Delaware	  Avenue	  |	  Wilmington,	  DE	  19806	  |	  302.225.5700	  |	  tabatha@thecastrofirm.com	  

Tabatha	  L.	  Castro	   	   Tamika	  Crawl-Bey	  
Chair	   	   	   	   	   Vice-Chair	   	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

May	  1,	  2015	  
	  

Yvonne	  Takvorian	  Saville,	  Esquire	  	  
President	  Delaware	  State	  Bar	  Association	  
405	  North	  King	  Street	  	  
Wilmington,	  DE	  19801	  	  
	  
	   	   	   Re:	  	   2015	  MJL	  Section	  Report	  

Dear	  Mrs.	  Takvorian	  Saville:	  	  

 I	  write	  this	  Report	  as	  the	  Chair	  of	  the	  Multicultural	  Judges	  &	  Lawyers	  Section	  
("MJL")	  of	  the	  Delaware	  State	  Bar	  Association	  ("DSBA").	  The	  MJL	  has	  over	  one	  
hundred	  members,	  including	  the	  Executive	  Committee	  consisting	  of	  the	  Chair,	  
Tabatha	  L.	  Castro;	  Executive	  Vice-‐Chair,	  Tamika	  Crawl-‐Bey;	  Vice-‐Chair	  of	  Legislative	  
Affairs,	  Kiadii	  Harmon;	  Vice-‐Chair	  of	  Community	  Relations,	  Christopher	  Johnson;	  
Vice-‐Chair	  of	  Public	  Relations,	  K.	  Aman	  Sharma;	  Vice-‐Chair	  of	  Special	  Events,	  
Natasha	  M.	  Songonuga;	  Vice-‐Chair	  of	  Legal	  Development,	  Danielle	  S.	  Blount;	  and	  
Secretary,	  Aysha	  L.	  Gregory.	  	  There	  is	  an	  Aid-‐de-‐Camp	  position	  that	  remained	  vacant	  
throughout	  the	  year.	  	  	  

	   The	  purpose	  of	  the	  Section	  -‐-‐	  (i)	  fostering	  communication	  and	  understanding	  
among	  groups	  within	  the	  legal	  and	  non-‐legal	  communities;	  (ii)	  increasing	  diversity	  
within	  the	  Delaware	  legal	  community;	  (iii)	  encouraging	  the	  public	  service	  rendered	  
by	  its	  members	  (the	  "Members");	  and	  (iv)	  promoting	  the	  professional	  development	  
and	  interests	  of	  its	  Members	  -‐-‐	  was	  realized	  by	  the	  following	  activities	  and	  programs	  
conducted	  or	  planned	  by	  the	  Executive	  Committee	  during	  the	  2014-‐2015	  year:	  	  
	  

General	  Body	  Meetings	  	  

	   MJL	  has	  held	  seven	  General	  Body	  Meetings	  (September,	  October,	  November	  
and	  December	  2014;	  January,	  February	  and	  March	  2015)	  and	  several	  Executive	  
Board	  meetings	  throughout	  this	  term.	  	  The	  Executive	  Board	  meetings	  may	  be	  held	  
before	  or	  after	  a	  general	  body	  meeting.	  	  The	  Executive	  Board	  also	  communicates	  
frequently	  via	  email/phone.	  	  The	  meetings	  are	  held	  the	  last	  Friday	  of	  each	  month,	  
where	  we	  alternate	  between	  teleconference	  and	  live	  meetings.	  The	  live	  meetings	  are	  
at	  the	  DSBA.	  	  Our	  next	  general	  body	  meeting	  is	  scheduled	  on	  April	  24,	  2015	  via	  
teleconference.	  	  	  
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	   We	  have	  had	  several	  guest	  speakers	  at	  our	  meetings,	  including	  Cynthia	  Primo	  
Martin	  of	  Trustees	  of	  Color,	  Michelle	  Basham,	  J.D.,	  M.P.A.,	  Chief	  Executive	  Officer	  of	  
YWCA	  Delaware,	  Larry	  Kimmel,	  Esquire	  and	  Shaku	  Bhaya,	  Esquire.	  

	  	   Lunch	  was	  provided	  at	  all	  meetings	  held	  at	  DSBA.	  	  Our	  Annual	  Meeting	  will	  
be	  held	  following	  the	  Judge	  Alford	  Breakfast	  on	  May	  21,	  2015	  to	  elect	  the	  new	  board	  
members.	  	  We	  currently	  have	  a	  slate	  of	  officers	  to	  fill	  the	  position	  for	  2015	  –	  2016.	  

	  Path	  to	  the	  Judiciary	  

	   On	  October	  24,	  2014,	  the	  Path	  to	  the	  Judiciary	  program	  was	  held	  at	  the	  New	  
Castle	  County	  Courthouse.	  	  This	  event	  was	  held	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  Women	  and	  
the	  Law	  Section,	  LGBT	  Section,	  among	  others.	  	  The	  goal	  was	  to	  provide	  access	  and	  
information	  to	  individuals	  interested	  in	  judicial	  appointments.	  
	   	  

Bar	  Toast	  	  

	   On	  October	  24,	  2014,	  Members	  gathered	  at	  the	  University	  Whist	  Club,	  
Wilmington,	  Delaware,	  to	  recognize	  those	  who	  contributed	  as	  mentors	  and	  graders	  
in	  the	  Section's	  Minority	  Supplemental	  Bar	  Review	  Program	  and	  to	  congratulate	  the	  
new	  admittees	  to	  the	  Bar	  who	  took	  the	  Program.	  New	  admittees	  attended	  the	  event	  
with	  their	  family	  members.	  	  They	  were	  provided	  with	  certificates.	  	  This	  program	  
was	  led	  by	  Tabatha	  L.	  Castro	  and	  Danielle	  Blunt.	  	  There	  were	  over	  25	  attendees.	  	  

	   End	  of	  the	  Year	  Networking	  Mixer	  
	  
	   On	  December	  18,	  2014,	  Members	  of	  MJL,	  along	  with	  members	  of	  SABADE,	  
the	  Barristers	  Association	  and	  the	  DHBA	  met	  for	  an	  evening	  of	  networking	  at	  World	  
Café	  Live.	  	  Each	  participant	  donated	  a	  gift	  card	  or	  unwrapped	  toy	  to	  be	  donated	  to	  
the	  Office	  of	  Child	  Advocate	  and	  the	  Wilmington	  Police	  Latino	  Association.	  	  Raffles	  of	  
gift	  cards	  and	  treatises	  were	  extended	  to	  those	  who	  participated.	  	  This	  event	  
allowed	  participants	  to	  exchange	  business	  cards	  and	  speak	  about	  their	  legal	  work	  in	  
Delaware.	  
	  

Wills	  CLE	  and	  	  Wills	  for	  Seniors	  Drafting	  Event	  	  

	   DVLS	  co-‐sponsored	  a	  free	  Wills	  &	  Trusts	  CLE	  for	  attorneys	  who	  do	  not	  
normally	  prepare	  such	  documents,	  which	  include	  wills,	  durable	  powers	  of	  attorney,	  
and	  advance	  healthcare	  directives	  on	  January	  12,	  2015.	  	  In	  collaboration	  with	  the	  
Delaware	  State	  Bar	  Association	  on	  its	  second	  annual	  Martin	  Luther	  King,	  Jr.	  Day	  of	  
Service,	  the	  MJL	  assisted	  at	  the	  Wills	  for	  Seniors	  event	  on	  January	  19,	  2015,	  which	  
was	  designed	  to	  provide	  free	  legal	  estate	  planning	  services	  to	  eligible	  senior	  
citizens.	  Both	  the	  CLE	  and	  the	  Wills	  Drafting	  Event	  are	  made	  possible	  by	  the	  
contribution	  of	  the	  Delaware	  Volunteer	  Legal	  Services,	  the	  Elder	  Law	  Section	  of	  the	  
DSBA,	  Ciro	  Poppiti,	  Register	  of	  Wills,	  the	  Delaware	  Paralegal	  Association,	  DSBA	  Staff,	  
and	  Planning	  Committee	  Members	  Tamika	  Crawl-‐Bey	  (MJL’s	  current	  Vice	  Chair),	  
Jacki	  Chacona,	  and	  others.	  	  
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The	  Widener	  Law	  JURIST	  Academy	  	  

	   Following	  MJL's	  past	  tradition,	  MJL	  donated	  $5,000	  to	  the	  Jurist	  Academy	  in	  
honor	  of	  Judge	  Alford.	  	  Widener	  Law's	  Jurist	  Academy	  program	  is	  a	  two-‐week	  long	  
summer-‐camp	   intended	   to	   offer	   promising	   minority	   undergraduate	   students	  
information	  about	  the	  law	  and	  encourage	  them	  to	  pursue	  a	  legal	  education.	  	  

The	  Haile	  L.	  Alford	  Memorial	  Breakfast	  	  

	   As	  is	  done	  annually,	  the	  Section	  will	  host	  the	  Alford	  memorial	  Breakfast	  at	  
the	  DuPont	  Country	  Club	  on	  May	  21,	  2015.	  	  We	  anticipate	  awarding	  three	  
scholarships	  of	  $3,000.00	  each	  to	  students	  chosen	  through	  the	  scholarship	  
application	  process	  whose	  goal	  is	  to	  take	  the	  bar	  examination	  in	  Delaware.	  	  Due	  to	  
the	  generous	  contributions	  of	  our	  sponsors	  in	  the	  past,	  the	  Section	  was	  able	  to	  raise	  
additional	  funds	  to	  be	  used	  to	  provide	  future	  scholarships.	  	  We	  intend	  to	  continue	  to	  
seek	  sponsorships	  for	  this	  event	  to	  further	  help	  students	  pursuing	  a	  legal	  career	  in	  
Delaware.	  	  The	  breakfast	  will	  be	  organized	  by	  Tabatha	  Castro,	  Natasha	  Songonuga	  
and	  Tamika	  Crawl-‐Bey.	  	  	  
	  
	   This	  year	  MJL	  is	  offering	  a	  FREE	  one	  hour	  CLE	  entitled,	  “Ethics	  in	  Social	  
Media”	  to	  be	  presented	  by	  Molly	  DiBianco,	  Esquire	  to	  all	  Delaware	  attorneys	  who	  
attend	  the	  breakfast	  and	  stay	  for	  the	  CLE.	  
	  
	   Donations	  on	  behalf	  of	  Judge	  Alford	  
	  
	   In	  reviewing	  MJL’s	  budget	  with	  DSBA,	  the	  Executive	  Board	  has	  decided	  to	  
review	  solicitations	  from	  non-‐profit	  organizations	  for	  charitable	  donations	  to	  be	  
made	  in	  honor	  of	  Judge	  Alford	  and	  her	  legacy.	  	  We	  have	  received	  interest	  from	  the	  
YWCA	  of	  Delaware	  and	  the	  Latin	  American	  Community	  Center.	  	  MJL’s	  Executive	  
Board	  plans	  to	  review	  and	  discuss	  these	  requests	  for	  funds	  and	  potentially	  make	  a	  
donation	  in	  honor	  of	  Judge	  Alford	  prior	  to	  June	  2015.	  
	  

2015	  Supplemental	  Bar	  Review	  	  

	   Each	  year	  the	  MJL	  Section	  offers	  the	  Minority	  Supplemental	  Bar	  Review	  
Course,	  the	  primary	  purposes	  of	  which	  are	  to	  enhance	  the	  success	  of	  minority	  
applicants	  taking	  the	  Delaware	  Bar	  and	  to	  increase	  diversity	  among	  the	  Delaware	  
Bar.	  The	  Chairperson	  of	  this	  program	  is	  Danielle	  Blount.	  	  This	  year,	  MJL	  felt	  that	  we	  
needed	  time	  to	  revamp	  the	  structure	  of	  the	  program	  to	  make	  the	  program	  more	  
efficient	  and	  valuable	  to	  those	  who	  participate.	  	  Danielle	  Blount	  will	  be	  working	  with	  
the	  MJL	  Executive	  Board	  to	  make	  changes	  to	  the	  program	  to	  enhance	  the	  experience	  
for	  all	  participants.	  	  A	  committee	  of	  the	  Board	  has	  been	  assembled	  to	  assist	  with	  this	  
task.	  
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End-of-the	  Year	  Event	  for	  MJL	  Members	  	  

	   The	  Section	  will	  hold	  an	  end-‐of-‐the-‐year	  event	  on	  June	  26,	  2015	  at	  Big	  Fish	  
Grill	  on	  the	  Riverfront	  to	  celebrate	  the	  Section’s	  accomplishments	  throughout	  the	  
year.	  	  MJL	  has	  invited	  other	  organizations	  like	  SABADE,	  DHBA	  and	  the	  Barrister’s	  
Association	  to	  join	  them	  in	  their	  end	  of	  the	  year	  event.	  	  Tabatha	  Castro	  and	  Natasha	  
Songonuga	  are	  planning	  the	  event.	  	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Best	  regards,	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   /s/	  Tabatha L. Castro 
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   _____________________________________	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   TABATHA	  L.	  CASTRO,	  Chair	  
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May 7,2015

Yvonne Takvorian Saville
President, Delaware State Bar Association
405 N. King Street, Suite 100

Wilmington, DE 19801

RE: Real and Personal Property Section Report

Dear Ms. Saville:

Please let this letter serve as the Report of the Real and Personal Property Section of the
Delaware State Bar Association ("the Section") for the 2014-2015 fiscal year.

Purpose

The Section is composed of members interested in the fields of real estate law, personalty
matters and land use. Its purpose is to promote the prof'essional development of its members and
the provision of quality services in these practice areas for the benefit of our clients and the
community.

2014-2015 Section Officers

Chair: Valerie M. Carr

Vice Chair: Peter Kirsh

Secretary. Stephen A. Spence

At Large Council Members: John C. Kuffel, Roger L. Truemper, and William P. Brady

Section Officers are elected for yearly terms, but traditionally have served in their elected
capacity for a total of two years. This is the first year for the above-listed offrcers in their
respective capacities. At our most recent meeting, held on May 7,2015, the above officers were
re-elected to the same positions for next year.

Section Membershin



The Section is currentlv comprised of 194 members.

Section Meetings

The Section holds monthly meetings from September through June, typically on the first
Thursday of each month starting at 3:30 p.m. To date, the Section has held monthly meetings for
the months of September, October, November and December of 2014 and January, February,

March, April and May of 2015 The Section also hosted a holiday party following the December

monthly meeting at the ofltce of Chad Toms, Esq.

CLE Prosrams

On November 3, 2014, the Section sponsored a CLE seminar on Reverse Mortgages at

the DSBA Center which provided 2.0 hours of CLE credit. The seminar was an update to a

similar seminar held last year. The program was presented by William Bagnell, who is a
Reverse Mortgage Specialist with M&T Bank. There were27 attendees and the seminar was

well received.

On February 10, 2015, the Section sponsored a full-day Fundamentals of Real Estate

CLE at the DSBA Center, providing 6.8 hours in Enhanced Ethics, including 1.0 hour in
Enhanced Ethics. The seminar was very well attended, with a total of 68 attendees plus 1l

speakers. I was privileged to serve as nioderator for the seminar and the topics covered and

presenting speakers were as follows:

Real Estate Settlements
Deborah J. Galonsky, Esquire

Title Searches
George J. Danneman, Esquire

Land Use Regulations
James A. Landon. Esquire

The Relationship Between Attorneys and Title Companies
James F. Harker, Esquire

Protecting Your Escrow Accounts
Brian Frederick Funk, Esquire
Thomas Mammarella, Esquire

Agreements of Sale
Andrew P. Taylor, Esquire

Ethics Update
Jennifer-Kate Aaronson, Esquire



Mortgage nnd Residential Financing
William E. Ward, Esquire

Liens on Real Estate
Timothy M. Rafferty, Esquire

In addition, the Section sponsored its annual Short Topics in Real Estate Seminar, on
April 7, 2015, at the DSBA Center. The program this year consisted of an afternoon seminar,
with lunch included, providing 3.8 hours of CLE credit, including 0.5 hours in enhanced ethics.
The seminar was well attended, with a total of 6l attendees plus 9 speakers. I was privileged to
serve as moderator for the seminar and the topics covered and presenting speakers were as

follows:

Delaware Property Rights Caselaw Update
Richard A. Forsten, Esquire

Delaware Caselaw Update on Real Estate and Debt Litigation Issues
Stephen A. Spence, Esquire

Environmental Law Update for Real Estate Transactions
Stephanie L. Hansen, Esquire

Ethics Update
Patricia Bartley Schwartz, Esquire

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the Closing Disclosure for Most
Residential Transactions
Andrew P. Taylor, Esquire
Shawn F. McKernan, Esquire
Deborah J. Galonsky, Esquire
Mark Randolph

Following the CLE program, the Section sponsored a social at the Chelsea Tavern on Market
Street.

Other Section Matters/Activities

As has been done in previous years, the Section often invites one or more guest speakers

to attend regularly scheduled Section meetings to discuss topics of practical interest to our
members. Kenneth Kristl, Professor of Law at Widener Law School, was present at our January
8, 2015 meeting to discuss issues relating to the rising sea level and to suggest possible
legislation to help address these issues.

In the past, committees have been formed within the Section to work on various matters
related to the Section's mission and report back to the Section with information and
recommendations for possible action. A committee is expected to be formed to discuss the



possibility of drafting a Transfer on Death for Deeds statute or adopting, in whole or in part, the
Uniform Real Property Transfer on Death Act.

The Section also endeavors to keep its members abreast of developments relevant to the
Section membership and their practice areas. This includes changes or proposed changes to
existing statutes related to real and personal property, recent court opinions from Delaware and
around the county that affect real and personal property, as well as policies or procedures at
various offrces and agencies with whom many Section members frequently interact, including
the county Recorder of Deeds, banks, and government entities. Recent updates included
Superior Court Rule changes, closing policy updates for Wells Fargo loans (including records
retention and situations where a power of attorney is utilized), the priority of homeowner/condo
association liens, residential well testing requirements, wire transfer fraud schemes, termination
of utilities in condominiums, and the applicability of equitable subrogation. [n addition, the
Section also keeps its members inlormed of developments and requirements in the areas of
safekeeping of client property, the Delaware Lawyers' Rules of Profbssional Conduct and the
role of Delaware lawyers in real estate transactions.

I have greatly enjoyed being Chair of the Section and look fbrward to working with the
DSBA and the Executive Committee throughout the remainder of this fiscal year and next year

as well.

Yours Sincerely,
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Valerie M. Carr
Chair, Real and Personal Property Section



M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To: Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 
  
From:  Johnna M. Darby, Chair 
 
Date: May 4, 2015  
 
Re:  2014 – 2015 Annual Section Report to the Delaware State Bar Association  
 Small Firms and Solo Practitioners Section  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The following is the annual report for 2014 – 2015 to the Delaware State Bar Association 
Executive Committee on behalf of the Small Firms and Solo Practitioners Section.  
 

 The Small Firms and Solo Practitioners Section currently has 61 members.  The officers 
of the section are:  

  
 Chair:  Johnna M. Darby 
 Vice Chair: Steven L. Butler  
 Secretary: William P. Brady  
 

 In conjunction with the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, the Section co-sponsored several 
CLE events, including but not limited to The  Cloud, Social Media and Everything Else 
the Small Law Firm and Solo Practitioner Needs to Know About Technology.  The 
Section, along with the Litigation Section, also sponsored the Ethics in Litigation 2015 
CLE held on January 27, 2015.   
 

 The section held a joint meeting with the Litigation Section on January 20, 2015 at which 
Judge Medinilla spoke.  The section also held a meeting on Monday, April 27, 2015.  The 
meeting was attended by Johnna Darby, Steven Butler, Bill Brady, David deBruin, Mary 
Higgins, Rob Kleiner, Steven Kleiner, Chris Mourse, Denise Nordheimer, Elle Van 
Dahlgren, and Nicole Warner.  A dial-in number was also provided to members in Kent 
and Sussex Counties. 
 

 At the April meeting, attendees elected the following officers:  Denise Nordheimer, 
Chair; Steven Butler, Vice-Chair; and Bill Brady, Secretary.  
 

 Also attending the April meeting was Chris Mourse.  He had been recently engaged by 
the DSBA to act as the Law Practice Management Advisor.  A lengthy discussion ensued 
between Mr. Mourse and the members in attendance regarding issues requiring his 
assistance, questionnaires to clearly define those issues, and other areas which could 
require his attention.    
 

 The next meeting of the section is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at noon.  Mr. 
Mourse will attend to present some educational guidance to Section members. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 
TO: 

 
Executive Committee of the Delaware State Bar Association 

FROM: Joseph Bosik IV, Esquire, Chair of the Taxation Section 

DATE: April 29, 2014 

RE: Taxation Section of the Delaware State Bar Association 
2014-2015 Annual Report 

  

  
 Please accept this memorandum as the 2014-2015 annual report of the Taxation Section 
(the “Section”) of the Delaware State Bar Association (“DSBA”). 
 
 Membership. The Section currently has approximately ninety (90) members for the 
2014-2015 year.  The officers for the Section for the 2014-2015 year are as follows: Joseph 
Bosik IV, Chair; Robert J. Tuinstra, Jr., Vice Chair; and Jennifer E. Smith, Secretary. 
 

 Section Meetings.  The Section holds its meetings on the fourth (4th) Monday of the 
month.  However, the September meeting was held on the fifth (5th) Monday of the month so as 
to allow Section members to complete a short survey to determine ways to increase Section 
participation.  The November and December meetings were merged and held in early December, 
due to the holidays.  The January and April meetings were cancelled due to a lack of agenda 
items. 
 

Section meetings are held at the offices of Gordon, Fournaris & Mammarella, P.A. at 
4:00p.m., and members who are unable to attend in person are provided with dial-in information. 

 

Patrick Carter, Director of Revenue for the State of Delaware, was a guest at the 
Section’s March meeting.  The Director of Revenue for the State of Delaware, an annual guest of 
the Section, provided a detailed discussion of tax-related legislation being proposed for the 
current legislative session, prevailing state and national tax policy trends, and current fiscal 
issues in the State of Delaware. 



 
 

2 
{GFM-00687196.DOC-} 

  It is expected that Michael Coupe, Chief Financial Officer, from New Castle County, 
and Sheila Winfrey-Brown, Director of Finance, will be guests at the May meeting.  Dependent 
upon the number of attendees, a happy hour may follow the meeting so that members may get 
better acquainted with governmental tax contacts, as well as each other. 

 

CLE Program.  The Section has a CLE program planned for May 27, 2015 from 9:00am 
– 12:15pm.  The title of the program is “Tax Issues Facing Small Businesses.”  Jordan Rosen, an 
esteemed CPA in the State of Delaware, and Miguel D. Pena, Section member and partner at 
Gordon, Fournaris & Mammarella, P.A., will present on a multitude of issues.  The CLE 
program will include an hour of Enhanced Ethics credits. 

 

 Legislation.  The Section has no comment on any current, proposed legislation.  In 
addition, the Section does not have any proposed legislation at this time. 
 

 Delaware Law Review Article.  While this issue is discussed regularly at Section 
meetings, no Section member is aware of any current legislation or “hot topics” in the area of 
taxation that would warrant an article.  Should something arise, the Section is fully prepared to 
submit an article. 
 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 /s/ Joseph Bosik IV 
 
 Joseph Bosik IV 
 Chair, Taxation Section of the DSBA 
 



 
 
 
Joseph W. Weik 
Gary S. Nitsche, P.A.* 
Shawn Dougherty 
Michael B. Galbraith 
Nicholas M. Krayer 
Samuel D. Pratcher, III+ 
Kiadii S. Harmon 
Eileen M. McGivney~ 
 
Of counsel: 
Marc D. Ippoliti* 
 
* Also admitted in PA     
and NJ 
+ Also admitted in NJ 
~ Also admitted in PA 

WEIK, NITSCHE & DOUGHERTY 
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

305 North Union Street, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 2324 

Wilmington, DE  19899 
Phone (302) 655-4040 

Fax (302) 654-4892 
www.weiknitsche.com 

 
 

Other Locations: 
Bear Office: 

101 Becks Woods Drive 
Suite 105 

Bear, DE  19701 
(302) 834-4040 

------------------------------------ 
Smyrna Office: 

33 Deak Drive, Suite 102 
Smyrna, DE  19977 

(302) 389-4040 
------------------------------------ 

Georgetown Office: 
Phone (302) 856-9868 
By Appointment Only 

 

E-mail:  spratcher@attys4u.com 
 

 
DELAWARE STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

TORTS AND INSURANCE PRACTICE SECTION 

ANNUAL REPORT  

 

I. Introduction 

 Samuel D. Pratcher is the Section Chair and Vicki L. Shoemaker is the Vice Chair. 

  The purpose of the Section is as follows: 

The general purpose of the Section shall be the promotion of the objectives of the 
Delaware State Bar Association within the field of Tort law.  To that end, it shall 
be the purposes of this Section to provide periodic reports to its membership with 
respect to matters relating to tort law, to provide continuing legal education, to 
review, comment on and recommend or not, proposed legislation relating to tort 
law matters, and to expand and foster relationships on both the plaintiff and 
defense side of litigation.   

 

 

 

 

 



II. Section Membership 

The Section Membership primarily communicates via the DSBA listserv.   
 

III. Meetings 
 

The Section holds meetings every other month at 5:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.  The meetings are held at the office of the Chair.  As a result of some members being 
unable to attend the meetings in person, we have provided a conference call for members to still 
be able to participate.   

At the meetings, members discuss what they would like to see from the Section 
including: CLEs and volunteer efforts.  We also discuss events of other sections of DSBA to help 
support their efforts.   

   
 

IV. Officers 
 
 Chair:    Samuel D. Pratcher III of Weik, Nitsche, Dougherty & Galbraith. 
 Vice Chair: Vicki L. Shoemaker, Esq., of Pepco Holdings, Inc. 
 
 

V. Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 
 

The Section is working on a CLE for using video technology at trial. Several of our 
section members have recently had success with PowerPoint presentations and companies that 
specialize in transforming medical information into simple to digest information for the average 
juror at court. We believe this will be a beneficial CLE for both the plaintiff and defense 
attorneys in our Section. 

 
 

VI. Happy Hour 
 

The Section’s annual happy hour for membership recruitment is scheduled for Thursday, 
July 23, 2015 at Firestone in Wilmington, Delaware. We expect another great turnout.  Last 
year’s event had several non-members attend, who are now members of our section. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
  

Samuel D. Pratcher III, Esq. 
Chair 

 











Workers’ Compensation Section Report to the  
Delaware State Bar Association Executive Committee 

April 24, 2015 
Matthew R. Fogg – Chair 

 
Please consider this the annual report to the Delaware State Bar 

Association’s Workers’ Compensation Section for the 2014 – 2015 term. 
 
The current officers are: 
  
 Matthew Fogg- Chair 
 Cassandra Roberts- Vice-chair 
 Steven Morrow- Secretary 
 
The Section currently has 132 members.  Our section meetings for the 

present term took place at Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, 1000 N. 
King St., Wilmington, DE 19801 as follows: 

 
• 9/18/14  at 4:30 p.m. 
• 11/21/14 at 12:00 p.m. 
• 1/19/15 at 4:30 p.m. 
• 3/23/15 at 12:00 p.m. 
• 4/23/15 at 4:30 p.m. 

 
The 4:30 meeting had a general attendance of approximately 25 

members.  The 12:00 meetings, which also included lunch, were generally 
attended by approximately 35 members.  In addition to those attending 
live, several members attended by teleconference from throughout the 
state. 

 
The Section has/is conducting two continuing legal education 

seminars this term.  The first seminar was held on January 21, 2015 at the 
Chase Center at the Riverfront.  The seminar was well attended and 
included Workers’ Compensation Section members, as well as insurance 
adjusters, employer representatives, members of the Department of Labor, 
members of the Industrial Accident Board, and medical providers.  The 
second seminar is scheduled for May 6, 2015, also to be held at the Chase 
Center at the Riverfront.  Expected attendance is between 150-200 attendees 
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at this spring seminar.  The last count was approximately 130.  Our 
featured key note speaker for the May 6th seminar is Professor Lex Larson.  
The section is hosting a cocktail party at the Greenville Country Club on 
May 5th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. for section members only.  The section is 
honored and excited to have Professor Larson with us. 

The Section had two planned social outings: the first of which will 
take place at Deep Blue immediately following the September 18, 2014  
Section meeting, and the second of which occurred on April 23, 2015 
immediately following that Section meeting.  Both social outings are happy 
hours with hors d’oeuvres and cocktails for members of the Section, 
Hearing Officers, and Board Members to interact and socialize.   

 
There is no new legislative action pending. The section has openly 

discussed legal issues and have heard from members of the DTLA 
regarding proposed legislation.  Individual input was provided by section 
members to the DTLA at one of our meetings. 

 
The section’s worker’s compensation searchable database is fully 

operational and is included for members only as part of the section dues.  
There are currently about 3,400 Industrial Accident Board decisions 
available to search.  Another batch is expected to be uploaded in the next 
few weeks.   By mid-summer, it is expected that all decisions will be caught 
up.  It is expected that there will be a 90-120 day lag time between when 
decisions are issued and when they are uploaded and searchable.  Parcels, 
who is hosting the website on an I-Cloud did come to one of our meetings 
to provide a refresher on usage.  The meeting was very well attended. 

 
Case law updates are provided by Cassandra Roberts several times 

throughout the year.  John Ellis has recently joined the committee and he is 
providing updates on appellate cases.  Updates include current Industrial 
Accident Board (IAB) decisions, IAB orders, Superior Court decisions, and 
Supreme Court decisions.  

 
The section is performing service activities in tandem with the Randy 

J. Holland Delaware Workers’ Compensation American Inn of Court.  The 
vast majority of membership is overlapping.  The service activities include 
individual presentations of the End Distracted Driving Campaign as well 
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as a Heart Walk for the American Heart Association scheduled for 
September 12, 2015.  

 
The Section currently has the following committees: 
 
- Case Law Update 
- Continuing Legal Education 
- Industrial Accident Board Rules 
- Legislative Committee 
- Technology Committee 
- Social Committee 

 
Elections occurred on April 23, 2015.  The officers for the next term are: 
 

- Cassandra Roberts- CHAIR 
- Steven Morrow- VICE CHAIR 
- Kerri Morris-Johnston- SECRETARY 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

       Matthew R. Fogg 
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